
“NOT A JOB. A MISSION.” 

30 Years of Teaching Taught Me That We Don't Just Complete Syllabus. We Complete 
Lives. 

In 30 years of teaching, I have lived a thousand stories. I have seen tears, laughter, failures, 
and victories. They gave me so many experiences... but 3 I will never forget. 

EXPERIENCE 1: THE BOY WHO GOT HIS HOPE BACK 

It was Corona. The world was on pause. And for Rahul, life was on pause too. Camera off. 
No classes. No confidence. 

His parents called me, breaking down. "Teacher, he thinks his future is over."  

I sat with him and said: "Rahul, open your History book. Every empire fell, but every nation 
rose again. This is just a chapter. You will write the next one." 

He didn't reply. He just listened. 

Years later a message came.A message  that made my eyes fill with tears."Teacher, I got full 
A+ in my life. You said this was a comma, not a full stop. Today I am writing my own story. 
Thank you." 

EXPERIENCE 2: THE BOY WHO FOUND HIS WORTH 

He was the kid everyone made fun of. For his looks. For his colour. For just being himself. 
Body-shaming was his daily class. 

I called him one day. "Son, who are you?" He said, "Nobody, Teacher." I told him, "History 
never remembers people for their faces. It remembers them for their heart. Build your 
character. That is your identity." 

Few weeks later, he was in the Principal's room. One signature away from suspension. The 
Principal asked, "Is there any teacher who believes in you?" 

The room was silent. Then he looked up and said my name. 

That night, his father called. "Ma'am, your 5 minutes saved my son." 

EXPERIENCE 3: THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BOARD EXAM 

This is the incident I can never forget. Board exams were tomorrow. And a boy called me, 
crying. His voice was shaking. 



"Teacher, my parents admitted me in hospital. They say I have psychiatric problem. They 
won't allow me to write the exam." 

It was 7 PM. The exam was next morning. He was forcefully admitted in a hospital, not 
because he was ill, but because his parents were scared - scared of his anxiety, scared of 
society, scared of failure. 

I didn't think twice. I went to the hospital. 

I sat with his parents in that cold corridor. I told them, "He doesn't need a hospital bed 
tonight. He needs your trust. One exam will not decide his life, but not allowing him to write 
it will break his life." 

For one hour, I spoke. Not as a History teacher, but as a mother. 

They finally agreed. He was discharged that night. 

Next morning, he wrote his board exam. He passed. Not just the exam, but the toughest 
test - the test of feeling alone. 

Today, whenever he comes to our town, he comes to see me. He stands at my door and 
says, "Teacher, you came to the hospital that night. You saved my future." 

 

“That is when I got my answer.” 

 

Why do I teach, even after 30 years? 

Because teaching is not about completing the syllabus. It is about completing a child. 
Sometimes, it is about going to a hospital at 7 PM, because a child needs you more than 
your family needs you that evening. 

 

“ TEACHERS CAN DO WONDERS” 

 

If there is one thing 30 years has taught me, it is this: 

Teachers can do wonders if they know the mind of the students. 



A syllabus can be taught by anyone. A book can be read by anyone. But to understand what 
is going on inside a child's mind - his fear, his anxiety, his loneliness, his dream - that is the 
real teaching. 

When we understand their mind, we don't just teach History. We make History in their lives.  

We don't need to be psychiatrists. We just need to be listeners. 5 minutes of listening can 
save a future. 

This is not a mere job. 

This is my passion. 

This is my responsibility. 

This is my MISSION. 

 

To every teacher reading this: You may not see it today. But one day, a student will come to 
your door and say, "Because of you, I did not quit." 

And on that day you will know - Your years were not spent. They were fulfilled. Because you 
were not just teaching subjects. You were shaping destinies. 
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A  teacher's reward is not in the salary. It is in the student who says 'Thank you' 10 years 
later." 


